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A.T. Volunteerism in
Federal Fiscal Year 2026

Because volunteerism doesn’t just happen, the Appalachian Trail Conservancy
Volunteer and Partner Program recruits, trains, and supports volunteers through
its partnership with 30 A.T. Clubs. These Clubs work with the ATC in managing the
Trail and coordinating volunteers. Through our collaboration, every mile of the
Appalachian Trail is maintained so that this national treasure remains available
for the enjoyment of all.  

The body of the Appalachian Trail is the land on which it rests. 
The soul of the Appalachian Trail is its volunteers.
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Volunteer Recognition in 2026:
Honoring Contributions

26
Hosts

394
Volunteer

Opportunies

1 ,282
Volunteer

Connections

30 Hours: Pin

500 Hours: Cap

1,000 Hours: Vest

4,000 Hours: 
Presidential Service Award

100 Hours: Patch

A quarter of all volunteers
are <36 years old.

A digital means to search
and sign-up to serve. 
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How is
volunteering on
the A.T. unique?

Active Volunteer Development
The ATC works with A.T. Clubs to make volunteering easy by
centralizing opportunities. Together, we recruit 1,000 new volunteers
annually so newcomers have a chance to give back and find out that
this kind of work is actually “play.” Every first experience has the
potential to grow, so that individuals can contribute along a spectrum
of engagement. 

Support Along a Spectrum of Engagement
The ATC develops and delivers trainings and materials that orient,
build confidence, and support individuals in their volunteer roles -
whether they are just learning the fundamentals of trail care, are
renewing sawyers, or are developing as organizational leaders. 

Leadership and the Future  
Half of all volunteers are over 55. Retirees from myriad professions
contribute to the leadership of A.T. Club partners and are essential
for effective management of the A.T. Because of their knowledge
and skill, they are the torchbearers for all other volunteers. 

More on 
A.T. Volunteerism 

Together, through A.T. Clubs, the Appalachian Trail
Conservancy, and Land Management agency
partners,  the volunteer legacy of the Appalachian
Trail is sustained. 

Illustrated as a three-legged stool or venn diagram,
the Cooperative Management System is the
collective commitment to shared responsibility. 

1/5
of all volunteers

are new

Each Year

69
Trainings delivered
by the ATC  in 2026.



QR Code

All Together for All 2,192 Miles of the A.T.

It’s not hyperbole to say that without volunteers, the Appalachian Trail wouldn’t exist. Day in and day out, volunteers are building, restoring, and caring for the Trail.
Volunteers remove fallen branches and trees that would otherwise obstruct the footpath. They clean drains and cut back brush so that water is kept off the Trail and
hikers stay on it. They share information with visitors, keep shelters and privies in good condition, and are the eyes and the ears for the Trail against incompatible use. 
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