
Make reservations ahead of
time to enter/stay in the

park.

NO

YES

Hike to the kiosk at the
entrance of the park, just

north of Abol Bridge.

Have you hiked from
Monson without
leaving the Trail

corridor to go back
into town?

Are there spots left
at the Birches, the
park’s campsite for

long-distance hikers?
(12 spots, first come,

first serve)

YES
Sign up, take a photo of the

sign up sheet, hike to
Katahdin Stream

Campground to check-in &
pick up your Long Distance
Hiker Permit. The Birches is

$10 cash per person.

NO

Is there an A.T.
ridgerunner/

ranger on duty?
Ask them about

alternatives, like other
campsites nearby in the
park ($38/night per site,

cash). 

Head back to Abol Bridge
and camp at either the Abol

Bridge Campground
(private, ~$30) or Abol Pines

Campground (state-run,
~$13) for the night. Wake up
early and either check the
kiosk again or summit in a

day.

Can the steward
find you another
spot in the park? 

YES

NO

Summit in a day (get a Long
Distance Hiker Permit before

hiking the mountain). This
option is best for thru-hikers
who feel capable of covering

the 19.6 miles and the 4,600+
foot elevation gain and loss.

YES

Head to your site and don’t
forget to pick up a Long

Distance Hiker Permit at
Katahdin Stream before

heading up Katahdin!

NO

Take a photo of me 

to refer to later!

Below are options for ways to complete your NOBO (northbound) Appalachian
Trail (A.T.) hike!

Baxter State Park is a special place and the park's regulations protect its wild
character. It is sacred land to the Penobscot people of the northeast. Be
respectful of park rules, park staff, and other visitors, and always practice
Leave No Trace. Stop by the Monson A.T. Visitor Center for detailed planning
information and assistance.

In 2024, there were only five nights that the Birches was full and that staff
couldn’t find hikers elsewhere to stay in the park. For those five nights, hikers
just stayed at Abol Bridge or Abol Pines and then went into the park the next
day.

Park staff are there to help and want you to finish your hike. Spend the last leg
of your journey enjoying the 100 Mile Wilderness, not worrying about getting
into Baxter!

(304) 535-6331    info@appalachiantrail.org    appalachiantrail.org

Summit in a day

Check the 
kiosk again


