
NOBO (northbound) Directions: 
Turn left onto the official A.T. detour at NOBO mi 360.6 and follow the white plastic blazes downhill
for ~0.5 mi, mostly along Forest Service Rd 4344/Clear Branch Rd. to the intersection with Red Fork
Rd/Unaka Mtn Rd.  

1.

Turn right on Red Fork Rd/Unaka Mtn Rd and follow it for ~3 mi to State Road TN 107. 2.
Turn left along TN 107 and follow it for ~100 yards.  3.
Turn right and start up the ridgeline for ~0.5 mi back to TN 107 (avoiding a dangerous and narrow
curved section of road). The path has been cleared by a leaf blower, so may not have worn tread. 

4.

When you reach TN 107, turn left along the side of the road for ~0.1 mile to FS 53421.  5.
Turn right onto FS 53421 for a short distance then turn left onto FS 53422  6.
Follow FS 53422 for ~1.6 mi to its end, then continue on a leaf blown path for ~0.4 mi to reconnect
with the A.T. at the side trail to a spring, NOBO mile 366.1. Turn left onto the A.T. and continue NOBO
toward Roan Mtn. 

7.

SOBO (southbound) Directions: 
Turn right onto the official A.T detour at a junction with a side trail to a spring (NOBO mi 366.1) and
follow the white plastic blazes ~0.4 mi up and over the ridge, and down to the end of Forest Service
Rd 53422. The path has been cleared by a leaf blower, so may not have worn tread.  

1.

Follow FS 53422 for ~1.6 mi to FS 53421.  2.
Turn right onto FS 53421 for a short distance then turn left, following the blazes along TN 107 for
~0.1 mi.  

3.

Turn right uphill, away from the road for ~0.5 mi to then get back to TN 107. This avoids a dangerous
and narrow curved section of the road. 

4.

Turn left along TN 107 for ~100 yards to the junction with Red Fork/Unaka Mt. Rd.  5.
Turn right onto Red Fork/Unaka Mt. Rd. and follow it for ~ 3 mi to FS 4344/Clear Branch Rd.  6.
Turn left onto FS 4344/Clear Branch Rd. and follow it ~0.4 mi to where the detour leaves the road.  7.
Turn right and head uphill ~0.1 mi back to the A.T. at NOBO mi 360.6. Turn right and continue SOBO
toward Unaka Mtn. 

8.
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The detour is the official white blaze route of the A.T. until salvage logging
is complete to reduce the risk of wildfire.

Iron Mtn Gap A.T. Detour

Stay out of closed sections for your safety and the safety of crews. 
Use caution when walking along roads.
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