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Protecting the Trail Experience - The Issues

Ongoing effective efforts to protect the Trail experience
require an understanding of the different issues impacting
the Trail. Five common issues are summarized as follows.

I. A Protected Corridor that Varies in Shape and Size

The Trail’s protected corridor ranges from large
tracts of public land to sections that may only be
several hundred feet wide. In many instances, the
Trail is not in the center of the corridor, meaning
that only one side may be adequately protected.
Because many corridor sections have jagged
boundaries, the Trail’s vulnerability can vary
quickly over short distances. Further corridor
protection of the corridor should occur through a
combination of conservation strategies address-
ing specific conditions and needs along the Trail.

&

I1. Diverse Circumstances of Adjacent Landowners

Although the Trail has benefited from the
stewardship of many adjacent private land-
owners, they are a diverse group whose future
decisions could have positive or negative
impacts on the Trail experience. Needed are
sustained initiatives to provide information
and assistance to landowners on conservation
and Trail-sensitive development strategies
appropriate to their circumstances and interests.

I11. Varying Municipal Land Use Plans and Regulations

\ Although all but a few of the Trail's 58 munici-
palities have comprehensive plans and zoning
regulations, most do not recognize the Trail as
a resource requiring protection. In that much of
the Trail traverses rural areas, adjacent lands
are typically zoned as Conservation, Rural
Preservation, Woodland Conservation or districts
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with similar names. However, they vary in their

objectives, permitted land uses, minimum fot
size requirements and other performance stan-
dards, resulting in varying levels of protection
of landscapes associated with the Trail.

IV The Trail’s Expansuve Views in a Developing Region

p T, o I Although he wanted the Trail to provide a wilder-
ness experience, Benton MacKaye believed that
long views of America’s countryside and towns
would also provide opportunities for hikers to
reflect upon the world they live in. That is the
case today, where numerous points along the
Trail provide views of a developing region. Of
particular concern are the impacts of encroaching
development on the Trail’s near views. A combi-
nation of watershed, habitat and Trail viewshed
protection concerns provide the basis for conser-
vation strategies to protect the ridge and valley
landscapes through which the Trail travels.

V. Community Awareness and Recognition of the Trail

MacKaye envisioned that the Appalachian
Trail would connect with other trails in local
communities, a goal that continues today as
reflected in state, county and local greenway
plans. Limited accessibility combined with the
impression that the Trail is suited primarily for
hard core hikers, may be a deterrent for some
municipalities to become actively involved in
protecting the Trail experience. However, most
hikers are local trail enthusiasts of all ages,
many of whom live in or near the communities
through which the trail passes.

No Single Protection Solution Will Work

The multiple issues impacting the Trail suggest that no single

solution is likely to protect the quality of the Trail experience
for present and future generations. Assessments of local
conditions and developing workable strategies appropriate to
specific circumstances will be the strongest strategy for the
Trail’s long-term protection.

A Checklist for Community Action

The following checklist provides a means by which individual
municipalities may assess the protection needs of the Appalachian
Trail within their jurisdictions. More details on the checklist and
assessment procedure are available on the www.appalachiantrail.
org/pa_apptrail_act website below.

1. Local Recognition of the Trail and Its Significance
v Local Access and the Trail Experience
v" Trail Recognition in the Comprehensive Plan
v Actions to Enhance Community Appreciation of the Trail

5. Regulating Potentially High Impact Uses
v Current High Impact Uses and Future Prospects
v" Adequacy of Current Regulations

6. Working Relationships with Key Landowners
v" Community History in Voluntary Land Conservation
v" Knowledge of Key Landowners
v Potential for Landowner Qutreach

2. Trail-Related Landscapes and Key Parcels
v' Landscapes Contributing to the Trail Experience
v’ Patterns of Current Ownership and Use
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lagHliticaiion Key Parcels 7. Municipal Capacity to Address Trail and Related Landscape Issues

v" Municipal Interests and Capabilities
v" Access to Technical Assistance

3. Zoning for Landscape Protection
v' Applicability of Base Zoning to the Trail and its
Related Landscapes
v" Standards and Overlays to Protect Specific Resource Features
v Regulations Addressing Narrow Sections of the
Trail’'s Protected Corridor

Community Action Plan

The outcome of the assessment should be a clearly-defined Action
Plan to address the needs and opportunities for enhancing the com-
munity’s recognition of the Trail as a national and local resource and
for undertaking specific actions to protect the Trail and its associ-
ated landscapes. Such plans are expected to vary to reflect particular
community circumstances. Rather than being a one-time effort, an
Action Plan should provide the basis for ongoing Trail protection ef-
forts undertaken by a municipality in collaboration with others such
as private landowners, local trail organizations, the Appalachian Trail
Conservancy and other land trusts, as well as county and state agen-
cies, and the National Park Service.

4. Mandates and Incentives for Conservation Design
v’ Local Experience with Conservation Design
v Current Conservation Design Standards

PA Appalachian Trail Act Website

A website that provides information and implementation resources
for the Pennsylvania Appalachian Trail Act is located at www.appala-
chiantrail.org/pa_apptrail_act. To help visitors’ navigate the site the
adjacent diagram illustrates the levels and areas of content avail-
able. Also highlighted is an order to the Resources section of the
site guiding visitors where to start with the material thru to specific
implementation tools.

PA APPALACHIAN TRAIL ACT WEBSITE

www.appalachiantrail.org/pa_apptrail_act
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THE PA APPALACHIAN TRAIL ACT

The PA Appalachian Trail Act requires 58 Pennsylvania
municipalities along the Trail to “take such action
consistent with applicable law, as at least an interim
measure, to preserve the natural, scenic, historic
and aesthetic values of the Trail and to conserve
and maintain it as a public natural resource. Such
action shall include the adoption, implementation
and enforcement of zoning ordinances as the
governing body deems necessary to preserve those
values.” The Act was amended to extend the date for
municipal compliance with its mandates by August
11, 2010. The Act provides a planning opportunity
for the 58 municipalities and other communities
surrounding the Trail to protect this national and
local asset.

An interagency task force was established to design
a program to implement the intent of the Act. It
identified a need for resource materials to assist
municipalities in developing zoning and other
conservation strategies most appropriate to their
circumstances. This brochure summarizes its find-
ings and recommendations. For further information,
go to www.appalachiantrail.org/pa_apptrail_act.





