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As a lover of the Appalachian National Scenic Trail (A.T.) I am concerned about the proposed Mountain Valley Pipeline. This proposal would do serious and unavoidable damage to the Appalachian Trail. The A.T. is a source of peaceful rejuvenation for millions of Americans each year — to permit the Mountain Valley Pipeline to sully this national landmark would be a tragedy and an embarrassment to our country. The main reasons why you should oppose the Mountain Valley pipeline include: 

- The location of the proposed crossing is a scenic and unbroken forested landscape with an immediately adjacent federally designated Wilderness area. The proposed project would significantly degrade the views visible from up to 100 miles of the Appalachian Trail, including some of Virginia’s most iconic vistas — Angels Rest, Rice Fields and potentially McAfee Knob.

- The pipeline will travel through a designated seismic zone and over terrain that is considered extremely unstable. As the pipeline will run over multiple fragile natural resources — including multiple fresh water sources and protected forest areas — and near several communities, this presents a completely unnecessary and avoidable safety risk to people and the environment.

- In order to accommodate the visual and environmental damage that would be caused by the Mountain Valley Pipeline, the U.S. Forest Service agreed to lower the Jefferson National Forest Management Plan standards for water quality, visual impacts, the removal of old-growth forest, and the number of simultaneous projects passing through the borders of federally protected land. This unprecedented change is ​extremely reckless, as it would open the gates for future infrastructure projects to cause similar destruction.

- This project could have significant economic impacts on nearby communities, decreasing property values and depriving businesses of tourism dollars generated by Appalachian Trail hikers and visitors, who seek sections of the Trail unmarred by the impacts of energy infrastructure and other signs of construction.

I urge you to help protect the Appalachian Trail and its surrounding landscape and communities. It is our responsibility to do the right thing — the alternative will be a turning point for the worse in an area that offers recreation and inspiration for millions of people.

Sincerely, 

